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HOWEVEFy——A——CHILD—NAY-—NOT-BE-GONSIDERED-NEGLECTED—ROR-THE
SCLE—FEASCN-THAT TRE-CHILE-ES—REGCEIVING-NORNEDICAL——BENEDIAL
CARE——AND——IREATMENT -~ RECOGNEZED—BY-——SIATE—LAR—IN—LIEYOF
BEDICAL-IREATHENTw

(E) M"HFALTH FRACTITIONER"™ INCLUDES ANY PHYSICIAN,
SURGECN, PSYCHOLOGIST, CHIBOPRACTOR, OSTEOPATH, MEDICAL
ASSISTANT, DENTIST, ANC ANY OTHER PERSON AUTHORIZED TO
ENGAGE IN THE PRACTICE OF HEALING, ANY RESIDENT OR INTERN IN
ANY OF THESE PHEOFESSICNS, AND ANY REGISTERED OR LICENSED
PRACTICAL BURSE ATTENDING OR TREATING A CHIID IN THE ABSENCE
OF A PRACTITICNER OF ANY OF THESE PROFESSIONS.

(F) "LOCAL CEPARIMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES" MEANS THE
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES HAVING JURISDICTION IN THE
SUBDIVISICN WHERE THE CEILD LIVES, CR IF ODIFFERENT, WHERE
TEE NEGLECT IS ALLEGEL TO HAVE TAKEN PLACE.

{G) "EDUCATOR CR SOCIAL WORKER™ MEANS ANY TEACHER,
CCUNSELCE, OB CTHEF FROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEE OF ANY SCHOOL,
PUBLIC, PABOCHIAL, OR FRIVATE, OR ANY CASEWCRKER OR SOCIAL
WORKER CR COTHER PFOFESSIONAL EMPLOYEE OF ANY PUBLIC OR
PEIVATE SOCIAL, EDUCATION, HEALTH, SOCIAL SERVICE OR
JUVENILE SEBVICE AGENCY, INSTITUTICN OR LICENSED FACILITY OR
ANY PECEATICN OR PARCLE OFFICER OR ANY PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYEE
OF A COFEBECTIONAL INSTITUTION.

(H) "LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER"™ MEANS ANY POLICE
OFFICE? OR STATE TROOPER IN TEE SEBRVICE OF THE STATE OF
MARYLAND OF ANY COUNTIY CR MUNICIPALITY OF THE STATE.

{I) "WIAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY"™ INCLUDES ANY STATE,
COUNTY, AND MUNICIEFAL PCLICE DEPARIMENT OR AGENCY, SHERIFF'S
OFFICE, THE STATE'S RATTORNEY'S CFFICE, AND THE ATTOBNEY
GENEEAI®'S CFFICE.

5.

{}) THE GENERAL RSSEMBLY DECLARES AS ITS LEGISLATIVE
INTENT ANL PURKPOSE TEE PROTECTICN OF CHILDREN WHO ARE
NEGLECTED EY MANDATING THAT HEALTH PRACTITIONEBS, EDUCATORS,
SOCIAL WCRKERS, LAW ENFCRCEMENT OFFICERS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGINCIES EEPORT SUSPECTED NEGLECT; BY EXTENDING IMMUNITY TO
THOSE ®HO EREPCRT, 1IN GOOD FAITH, INCIDENIS OF NEGLECT; BY
REQUIRING TIMELY INVESTIGATIONS OF THE REPORTS; AND BY
REQUIRING THE LOCAL DEEARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO RENDER
TEE AFFFOPRIATE SERVICE IN THE BESTI INTERESTS OF THE CHILD.

{B) THE PROVISICNS OF THIS ARTICLE THAT RELATE TO
REPORTING OF CHILD NKNEGLECT ARE IN ADDITION TO AND NOT IN
SUBSTITUTION OF PROVISICNS OF ARTICLE 27, SECTION 35A, THAT
RELATE 9C EEPORTING CF CHILD ABUSE.

{<C) THE PROVISICNS OF THIS ARTICLE ARE IN ADDITION TO
AND NCT IN SUESTITUTIICN CF_THE PRCVISIONS OF “SUBTITLE 8.
JUVENILE CAUSES" OF TIITLE 3, OF THE COURTS AND JUDICIAL
PROCEEDINGS ARTICLE OF THE CODE.




